
Dear St. Bridget Family, 

  

On this Solemnity of Christ, the King, and the last Sunday of the year, I greet you using the 

words often used by St. Paul in the opening of his letters: Grace to you and peace from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

10 Years of Priestly Ministry 

Next year is a special anniversary year for me as I will be celebrating ten years of priestly life 

and ministry (May 25, 2013-May 25, 2023)! It has been a profound privilege and experience far 

beyond what words can describe. And guess what, most of these ten years have been spent right 

here at St. Bridget (February 2017 to date)! 

  

In ten years, I have had the privilege of serving in a variety of ministries and responsibilities both 

at the parish and diocesan level. My ministry began at the Cathedral of St. Francis de Sales in 

Houma where I spent two wonderful years under the tutelage of Fr. Josh Rodrigue as Associate 

Pastor. I then had a six-week stint as caretaker of St. Hilary in Mathews, before taking on my 

second assignment as Associate Pastor at St. Genevieve in Thibodaux, and the third of six 

months at Christ the Redeemer before coming to St. Bridget here in Schriever. 

 

At the diocesan level, I have had the privilege of serving briefly as Associate Vocations Director, 

then as Moderator of the Curia and Coordinator of Christian Formation, and above all, as Vicar 

General for the diocese.  

  

When I look back, there is no doubt that it has been an abundantly blessed and fruitful ten years. 

If what we have done together as a community here at St. Bridget since my appointment is 

anything to go by, then there is a lot to be grateful for. Needless to mention the challenges of 

Covid-19 and the unprecedented devastation wrought by Hurricane Ida on our diocese wherein I 

had to additionally serve as Interim Executive Director of Catholic Charities! The ten years have 

been very fruitful. However, it has been exhausting, and honestly, I am tired. Nevertheless, if I 

had another chance, I wouldn’t change a thing about these past ten years!  

  

In December last year, like all priests in the diocese, I had my annual one-on-one meeting with 

Bishop Fabre. During that meeting, I expressed my desire for a time of renewal and refreshment 

away from ministry. He welcomed the idea and asked me to pursue it and to let him know what 

my specific desires and plans would be. As it turned out, Bishop Fabre responded to the Holy 

Father’s call to serve as Archbishop of Louisville and so there was no follow-up. After he was 

selected to serve as Diocesan Administrator, I informed Fr. P.J. Madden about my desire and of 

my discussion with Bishop Fabre. He supported my desire and asked me to continue pursuing it. 

 

Sabbatical 

According to our Diocesan Policy manual, a sabbatical is an approved extended time away from 

a Priest’s official assignment. The purpose of a sabbatical is for personal and/or professional 

renewal. A sabbatical is not considered a leave from ministry, but a time of personal and 

professional renewal for ministry. The policy further provides that: Any priest serving the 

Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux shall have the right to apply for a sabbatical of up to six (6) 

months after every seven (7) years of service. 



 

I formally submitted a request to Fr. P.J. who has approved that I undertake six months of 

sabbatical from January to June 2023.  During this time, I will remain the pastor of St. Bridget. It 

is important to note that the sabbatical does not change my appointment and commitment to 

being your pastor. Therefore, so that there is no question or room for speculation, let me share 

my preliminary plans for the six-month sabbatical.  

 

There will be three main components to the sabbatical: 

• 3 months Sabbatical program at the North American College, Rome (January 9 to April 

10, 2023). The program is holistic and entails aspects of each of the four pillars of 

priestly formation, namely: Spiritual, Pastoral, Intellectual, and Human 

• 1 month family visit to Uganda (specific dates to be determined) 

• 2 months of Spanish Language Immersion in Latin America (dates and location to be 

determined). 

 

Practical Implications 

In light of the above, I will be leaving St. Bridget sometime after the first week of January 2023 

and will return the first week of July 2023. I share this news with you today so that we might 

celebrate together the first ten years of my priesthood and also that you may pray for me.  

 

While I am away, arrangements are underway to ensure that it will be business as usual. Deacon 

Steve and I are making arrangements to ensure that there is a full priestly presence during my 

sabbatical. To that end, I want you to know that there will be daily and Sunday Mass, 

confessions, etc. as usual.  

  

Just in case some of you may not know what a sabbatical is, let me give you a little more 

information. 

 

First, a sabbatical is a special gift. It is a healthy way for priests to stay healthy, renewed, and 

focused. A sabbatical is a proactive initiative so that healthy priests continue to stay healthy. 

While we may occasionally hear of a priest leaving his assignment for a leave of absence or time 

away, a sabbatical is not a leave of assignment, a leave of absence, or time away from the 

priesthood. I therefore consider this time of sabbatical as a gift, and it is one that Bishop Fabre, 

Fr. P.J., my Spiritual Director, and I have discerned together. 

  

Second, I want you to know that I love being a priest. I couldn’t imagine doing anything 

different with my life. In fact, my desire for a sabbatical is because I love being a priest. The 

sabbatical is an intentional effort to nurture my vocation, not to escape from it. I can’t wait to see 

what the next phase of the priesthood may bring and the sabbatical is an opportune time for me 

to prayerfully look into the future! 

  

Lastly, as you hopefully know, I love St. Bridget. In fact, I am humbled by the way you 

welcomed me and made me part of this faith-filled community. Lest there be any question, my 

sabbatical is not a leaving of St. Bridget. I have great anticipation of completing my initial first 

six-year term here if our new bishop allows and I will be open to the possibility of another term! 

   



Thank you for your prayers and support. In the course of the next few weeks, I will be updating 

you on the details as they develop and are concluded. I pray that the coming days of 

Thanksgiving leading to the holy season of Advent are filled with grace and that our experience 

of Christmas will be life-changing! 

 

Thanks and God bless, 

 
Father Simon Peter 


